I went to my office to wait on events, and looked down from
my window on the Karlsplatz and the streets around the
Opera, where the trams clanged by and pedestrians peacefully
went to and fro. About four o'clock came the news I was
waiting for. A voice on the radio briefly announced that the
plebiscite had been postponed.

Scattering taxi-fares prodigally, I rushed round the city to
find what had happened. I soon learned. Pacing about his
study, with grave and anxious face, a tall man told me 'Hitler
sent an ultimatum to Schuschnigg for the postponement of the
referendum. Schuschnigg agreed, on condition that the Nazis
should preserve order. This condition was rejected and another
ultimatum presented. Hitler demanded the resignation of
Schuschnigg in favour of Seyss-Inquart, two-thirds of the seats
in the Cabinet for the Nazis, fidl liberty for the Austrian
Legionaries to return to Austria. The time-limit for the
ultimatum is 7.30 p.m.5

It was 6.45 p.m. I rushed back to my office. The Govern-
ment's supporters, thrown into confusion by the news of the
postponement of the referendum, were nowhere to be seen.
The Nazis, who had been told many hours before that Hitler
would not allow the referendum to be held, had reappeared
in thousands and, shouting tumultuously, were surging down
towards the centre of the city, where thin lines of police still
stood across the streets and forbade them to pass.

I stood at my window, watched, and waited. The telephone
rang continuously. From all parts of the city voices, anxious,
incredulous, inquiring, asked me what was afoot. I told them,
heard their expressions of consternation or disbelief. Then
London came through. A flat, unemotional voice said, *We
have news from Berlin that German troops are assembling
on the Austrian frontier/ cYes?' I said. "Then they will be
here to-morrow morning/ *I suppose so,' said the voice,
unconcernedly. 'You are to think of your own 3afety first/

At that moment the radio music stopped and, for the last
time, I heard Schuschnigg. The clock had just struck 7.30.
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